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SECRET SOFIA 0132 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: BU, IT, XG, XH, ETRD 

SUBJECT: BULGARIAN ATTEMPT TO ENCOURAGE ENTRY OF PCI INTO THE 
ITALIAN GOVERNMENT. 

1 . MY ITALIAN COLLEAGUE. AMBASSADOR D'ALENA, HAS JUST INFORMED 
ME THAT ON JANUARY 3 (AT A LUNCHEON GIVEN BY THE SOVIET AMBAS- 
SADOR) FOREIGN MINISTER MLADENOV TOLD HIM THAT IF THE PCI 
ENTERED THE ITALIAN GOVERNMENT THIS DEVELOPMENT WOULD HAVE 
FAVORABLE CONSEQUENCES FOR ITALIAN-BULGARIAN TRADE. 

2. D'ALENA ALSO STATED THAT THE YUGOSLAV AMBASSAODR HAD 
INFORMED HIM THAT IN MID-DECEMBER THE BULGARIAN GOVERNMENT 
HAD TAKEN A DECISION TO GIVE PREFERENCE TO ITALIAN FIRMS 
WHERE THERE WAS A CHOICE AMONG WESTERN TRADING PARTNERS. 

D'ALENA SAID HE HAD NO OTHER INFORMATION TO CONFIRM THIS REPORT. 
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3. D'ALENA REPORTED BOTH OF THE ABOVE TO ROME BY DESPATCH 
ON JANUARY 4, BUT HAS HAD NO RESPONSE, NOR DOES HE 
EXPECT ANY ("THEY NEVER REPLY OR COMMENT"). D’ALENA IS 
NOT INFORMING OTHER NATO AMBASSADORS HERE. HE BELIEVES 
THE BULGARIANS, AND THE SOVIETS, MUST HAVE CONCLUDED 
THAT THE ADVANTAGES OF PCI ENTRANCE WOULD OUTWEIGH RISKS 
FROM EUROCOMMUNISM. 
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4. COMMENT: I ASSUME MLADENOV MADE A STATEMENT ALONG 
THE LINES INDICATED BY D'ALENA, AND THAT HE WOULD HAVE 
DONE SO ONLY WITH SOVIET APPROVAL. IT WOULD BE INTEREST 
ING TO KNOW IF ANY OTHER COMECON COUNTRIES HAVE MADE 
DIRECT APPROACHES, OR INDIRECT ONES AS PERHAPS REFLECTED 
IN THE YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR'S REPORT (WHICH WE CANNOT 
EVALUATE, BUT WHICH EVENTS OVER TIME SHOULD VALIDATE 
OR DISPROVE). 

GARTHOFF 


SECRET 
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